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Land Use Plan of Kawashaway Sanctuary

Our Philosophy of Land Use

We faeries believe the land is sacred, and so is the water, and air. All the plants, the other animals, everything in and around this place—including the humans—are sacred. The entire environment, the whole of planet Earth is sacred to us. The small portion of Earth known to us as Kawashaway Sanctuary is no more intrinsically sacred, no less a part of us, than a parking lot at the Mall of America. However, Kawashaway is wilder and more natural than most places, closer to what we believe is the ecological intent of the goddess.

We humans have opposable thumbs and large brains. Because of this we have a unique capacity to alter the planet’s environment—far, far greater than any other being on the planet. Our impact has been enormous. We may have already irretrievably poisoned and degraded the overall environment to the point that the planet will soon be uninhabitable by humans. In effect, we may be killing ourselves and many other life forms because we are eating, drinking, touching, and breathing our own shit. We humans are trying to pull our string out of the fabric, the tapestry of the ecosystem. We are failing to play along. We are trying to dominate and control the environment, rather than be a loving part of it. 

Humans are self-aware, with the ability to think ahead, way ahead if necessary. Our species has the ability to plan, make choices, and learn, in addition to the capacity to love, worship, and play. The faeries of Kawashaway believe that if we don’t have a conscious and long-term plan—tempered by spirit and wonder—Kawashaway too will become a poisoned place. 

We northwoods faeries are deeply committed to keeping Kawashaway more of a wild place, and less like the Mall of America. We know the Sanctuary is not pristine wilderness. We don’t pretend that it is some kind of holy environmental grail. Yet, we see this place as having intrinsic value precisely because it is relatively natural, and we wish to preserve it. We believe strongly in what the Kawashaway mission statement says about land use:

Our vision is to preserve the Sanctuary land on Artlip Lake in as natural a state as possible to allow for it to be a special, safe place apart-from yet connected-to the wider world, a place of emotional and spiritual well-being for loving, healing, playing, and working in cooperation with each other as a community of kindred fae souls…
What precisely does as natural a state as possible mean? Such words are open to interpretation. We like the wording of this mission statement precisely because it forces us to continually answer this question, to be in dialogue with each other, as a community of kindred fae souls. This land use plan is a conscious attempt to answer the natural-a-state-as-possible question—at least for the time being. Some day, sentiments may change. The interpretation of “in as natural a state as possible” may change, and land use policies may change as well. This is a living and breathing document, just as the Sanctuary is a living and breathing entity, just as the land itself lives and breathes.

Our philosophy of “land use” is based on the principle that we have the ability and responsibility to be in this place in a way that is sustainable. We have the ability to plan; we can use our big brains to figure out how to live in harmony with the land. Because we are in a relationship with the land we have a responsibility to be careful in how we treat the land. We are becoming part of this place. And it is becoming part of us. This land use plan assumes a community-wide commitment to thinking ahead and taking all our actions only after we are satisfied that they are sustainable. 

Being sustainable means having a long-term view, measured not just in years but in decades and centuries, perhaps even millennia. For example, on the pitching of a tent, one might think only of this weekend: Is this spot flat enough for me to sleep comfortably? One might also think of this season: After I leave will plants grow here again? One might think of the next few years:  If others camp in this spot repeatedly, will that hurt the tree roots underneath? One might also think much farther ahead: How long can this spot be used before it needs a rest from tents?
Being sustainable means admitting that we use the land. We walk and lay upon it. We poop into it. We hang our drag on tree branches. We float on the lake. We construct buildings and trails. Of course we use the place, we just don’t want to use it up. All our actions have an impact on the land. If we hope to be sustainable in our actions we first have to be conscious of the fact that we are having an impact.

Being sustainable means making predictions so as to avoid negative consequences. We could just do things on the land without thinking ahead, and then only recognize and solve problems after they happen. This is unacceptable. We are committed to thinking ahead. We will work to anticipate problems and take preventive steps. Anything less is irresponsible and leads to unsustainable use. 

Being sustainable means striking a balance between human needs and nature’s needs. To be gathering-friendly the land must be developed. But development means the place will be less wild. Between the ideal of functional facilities and the ideal of wild nature we will seek a balance that allows us to sustain both. 

In our long-term land use plans we have a number of intentions. We will:

· Strive to preserve the wild feeling at Kawashaway;

· Minimize our adverse impacts on the land, air, water, plants, and animals;

· Attempt to repair the damage already done to the Sanctuary;

· Develop the land as little as possible while providing safe, accessible, and functional facilities;

· Strive to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, as well as our use of toxic and difficult-to-dispose-of materials;

· And, we will continue to deepen our loving relationship with this place, and with each other.

Water

Water is our most vital resource, the essence of life itself. We are committed to keeping our drinking water safe, and to protecting the purity of the lake and ground water.

Well

We ask everyone to refrain from peeing near the well. Washing with soap should not happen at the well. Dish water and slop water should not be emptied onto the ground near the well, even in winter. We will maintain the pump to keep it in good working order. We will test the water periodically.

Lake Water
Please do not bathe in Artlip Lake using soap.

Everyone should be aware that all bodies of water in this area are unsafe for drinking. The entire region is contaminated with giardia, a waterborne parasite harmful to humans, and carried by beaver and other mammals.

Ground Water

We will protect the ground water by promoting the use of biodegradable soaps and toiletries, by being careful with bleach, and by storing all toxic materials carefully. [See Bathing and Dish Washing below.]

Forest

We love and need the forest. We adore its diversity, the trees and other plants of all sizes, colors, genders, and shapes. We will protect the forest, and preserve it, and strive to live in harmony with it. We are committed to cutting and trampling it as little as possible. 

Forest Management

While humans destroyed the prehistoric forest in this area about 100 years ago, we believe that today’s forest is doing a fine job of recovering and regenerating all on its own. At this time we will not attempt a “forest regeneration” project. Instead, our “management” plan will be to leave it alone.

We will not plant any non-native trees, shrubs, or forbs anywhere in the Kawashaway forest except as possible landscape or garden projects in the commons. 

Cutting Brush and Trees

We wish to keep the cutting of trees and brush to a minimum. Please do not cut down standing trees (dead or live) which are two or more inches thick at genital height. Exceptions to this require stewardly approval. 

Please gather wood for fires of any kind (ritual or work fires) from areas far away from the fire circle and commons. This will keep us from picking the forest clean in the small area where we spend most of our time. Deadfall may be moved when campsites or trails are being created or maintained, but please leave it in the woods.

Clearings

· We will maintain the existing main clearing (commons) at its current size.

· We will create a new, smaller clearing near the center of the property, in the area with no sizable trees just north of Burley Acres. Grass or some suitable ground covering will be planted there. No fires or tenting will happen in this circle. 
· The open viewshed from the screenhouse to the lake will be maintained and somewhat expanded. It will generally be funnel-shaped, from the width of the screenhouse itself to somewhat wider down by the lake. No larger trees will be cut down. We will encourage indigenous wild flowers to grow here. It is not intended to be a lawn.

· The small open area on the east side of the screenhouse will be extended by cutting brush back to the tree line. 

· We will maintain the existing small clearings around the fire circle and ritual rock.

Wild Areas 

No development, camping, or cutting of any kind will happen in these areas that are designated as “wild”:

· The area northwest of the main clearing (bounded by the screenhouse viewshed, the main clearing, and the trail to the lake) is to be preserved “as is” until we figure out how the commons is going to look. The fire circle and the ritual rock are in this area. The exceptions to this are the trail-building project (see below) which will go through this zone, and ongoing, minimal maintenance of the fire circle and the ritual rock areas. 

· Land and bog between the lakeside trail and the water’s edge shall remain wild. The exceptions to this are the maintenance of the existing docks, and the trails that lead to them. 

· The island is a sanctuary where living faeries will not alight (except when carrying the ashes of loved ones). The water around the island should be avoided during the loon nesting season. [See also Residential Critters below.]
Animals

Although we question the goddess’ wisdom of giving us ticks, biting flies, and mosquitoes, we faeries celebrate all animals as part of life’s circle and want to live in harmony with them to the extent possible. We want to live side by side without disturbing their homes; their ancestors were here before us. Nevertheless, we recognize that we will have an impact on wild animals’ habitat by our presence and activities. 
Residential Critters

We shall do what we can to allow and encourage most wild critters to exist, even thrive at the Sanctuary. Critters that become pests can be discouraged from cohabiting with us in the cabin, screenhouse, and other places we frequent. The use of toxic chemicals is discouraged.

We reaffirm our commitment to the island being off-limits to humans. We ask that everyone give the island a wide berth during the loons’ nesting season.

Visiting Critters

Bringing pets to the Sanctuary is not encouraged, but is acceptable, except during the annual summer gathering when there is a risk of there being too many pets, especially dogs. We encourage pet owners to be aware of how their pets act and react at the Sanctuary. For example, we think that pets should not be chasing wildlife, pooping where faeries walk, moving around freely where there is food, or disturbing circles and campsites.

Energy

Energy is one of those things that make the world go ‘round. It’s also one of those things that many people have a tendency to take for granted and waste. We use energy at Kawashaway for heating, cooking, refrigeration, lights, and sometimes to run power tools. We are committed to minimizing our use of fossil fuels and other non-renewable sources of energy at the Sanctuary. In fact we want to explore using renewable sources of energy (other than wood).

Fire and Firewood

Outdoor fires are allowed only at Lola & Trixie, the sweat lodge, and the fire circle. Fires are specifically not allowed at camp sites. 

Please collect firewood far away from the commons, preferably off Kawashaway property (see “cutting brush and trees” above).

Effluent

Garbage, excrement, and exhaust are the main things humans use to poison the environment. We wish to reduce the amount of effluent we produce at the Sanctuary. We are committed to handling all our effluent in as responsible a way as possible.

New Garbage
Everything that is compostable should be composted.

Everything that is recyclable should be recycled.

Everything that is burnable should be burned.

Evil garbage is evil, and should be taken away.

Compostable things are: fruit and vegetable scraps, egg shells, food leftovers (as long as it doesn’t have lots of dairy or meat in it), yard waste, hair, sawdust, semen, and smegma. This does not include: candle wax, paper, cardboard, used condoms, aluminum cans, cheese, meat, and bones. The compost pile will be turned twice a year.

Recyclable stuff is: plastic containers with necks, plastic food containers of all kinds, tin or aluminum cans, glass bottles, aluminum foil, batteries, beverage boxes (a la soy milk), and plastic bags. It is ideal that the metal ends of frozen juice containers get cut off and recycled. These things are not recyclable: broken glass, broken ceramics (plates, bowls, etc.), nails, used dildos, and rusty metal. Recyclabes should be washed or rinsed first. They should be taken away as soon as possible to the city or to the recycling station in Finland. While cardboard and paper products are indeed recyclable, it is much easier to treat them as burnable. 
Burnable things are: cardboard, paper, candle wax, bones, meat, wood scarps, and the cylindrical parts of frozen juice containers. It is desirable that these things be used for productive things as much as possible (heating water, ritual fires, etc.). This does not include: asphalt shingles, used dental dams, soy milk boxes, hot chocolate pouches, plastic of any kind, most drag, and metal of any kind.

Evil garbage is anything that is not compostable, recyclable, or burnable. It is stuff that has to be put in a landfill or in a high-powered incinerator. We wish to generate very little evil garbage. It should be taken away as soon as possible to the city or to a dumpster somewhere along the ride home.

Old Garbage

We will clean up the old dump sites left behind by previous owners.

Material Gifts

We ask the community to be careful and thoughtful about objects they bring to the Sanctuary. The main thing we enjoy about kitsch is its temporary nature. Just because something is fabulous today doesn’t mean that it will be fabulous next year, especially if it sits outside all winter. When you are considering taking an object to Kawashaway—as a gift to the Sanctuary—please ask yourself: How long will it be useful? How will it be disposed of when it is no longer useful? Who, if not me, will dispose of it? If this object’s destiny is to become evil garbage does its usefulness in the interim justify the pain it will be to dispose of it later on? Things that have long-term durability are preferred. Recyclable and burnable things are preferred.

Dealing with Junk

The Stewards empower the Sanctuary’s Land Use Committee to collectively determine what things are no longer useful and bestow upon that group the responsibility of getting junk hauled away. When the committee can identify who initially brought a larger undesirable item to the land they may ask that person to remove it. 

Poop

Our current strategy of outdoors shitters is acceptable at the current level of use. However, one shitter is not enough. A second outhouse will be located near the middle of the tenting area. Outhouses shall be installed on high ground.

Bathing and Dish Washing

Bathing and primping should be done on land. The Sanctuary will provide basic biodegradable toiletries for those who don’t bring their own. We encourage everyone to refrain from using non-biodegradable products. 

Dish washing should be done with biodegradable soaps. Unfortunately, chlorine bleach is the best disinfectant available to us. Because it is toxic, please use it very sparingly. Dish water may be dumped on the ground away from the well. 

Construction

Fabulous facilities are important to Kawashaway being safe, pleasurable, welcoming, and full of ease. We believe there are appropriate systems, aesthetics, and materials for building at Kawashaway. We value simplicity, natural materials, ease of maintenance, small scale, and being low impact. We want our buildings and amenities to connect us, rather than separate us, from the landscape. We believe that creating structures should be a participatory and community-based process. 
The Process of Creating Buildings

All building projects need to be approved by the stewards. No one may undertake a construction project on their own, even if they use their own money and their own time. We adore it when people get excited about doing projects on the land. We also adore dialogue, collaboration, information sharing, and unduplicated efforts. 

When time comes to actually create a new structure, an ad hoc committee will be formed. That group will design the building, make a budget, come up with a site and seek approval for this from the stewards. The group would also coordinate any community labor (or supervise paid workers). Raising structures is not the responsibility of the Land Use Committee; each building project would have its own committee. 

Building Materials

We have many concerns about what materials are used in the construction of buildings. We wish to reduce our use of materials that are hazardous, hard-to-dispose-of, or which have short life spans. We wish to promote the use of materials that are natural and durable. We want buildings that are safe, well-constructed, and lovely. We wish to create a collective agreement about the general aesthetics of buildings. 

The stewards will form a special committee to draft proposed lists of acceptable and unacceptable building materials. That committee will also come up with a proposed set of broadly defined design guidelines for buildings.

Community Commons

We intend to fashion a community commons at the western end of the Sanctuary. The idea of a commons is to develop a set of buildings and spaces which work well together. They will have a relationship to one another that is both pretty and functional. A commons is an obvious center for the Sanctuary, a hub for activity. Clustering our development around a commons will limit our development activities. More importantly, a commons will continually draw people back into the center, weaving them into community life.

Structures

Over the next ten years we will build the following (descriptions follow):

· A new cabin

· Expanded cookhouse

· Bath house

· Second outhouse

· Storage areas for tools and wood

These may not end up being separate buildings. Some functions may be combined into single structures. 

Our construction efforts will strive to meet these needs:

· More indoor sleeping places for people who require them

· More private places for small groups (trysting)

· A place to get clean, especially in winter
· Winter spaces for gathering, cooking, and sleeping

· Better cold storage and/or refrigeration

· Heating water

· More pooping places

· Storage

· Keeping wood dry and accessible

OLD CABIN AND NEW CABIN

We will not undertake major projects to renovate the cabin. We will attempt to keep it usable by making patchwork repairs, at least until a new cabin is built. We will begin now to plan for a new cabin. This structure (or its equivalent) will meet these needs: winter kitchen and dining facilities, some sleeping spaces, and possibly community space in summer. We will investigate the possibility of combining the winter and summer kitchens. We will also investigate the possibility of adding indoor sleeping spaces in a new building or buildings, in addition to the new cabin.

EXPANDED COOKHOUSE
We wish to have more bug-free dining space for the summer. We want a kitchen which is set up well—especially for hygiene. We want good dish-washing facilities that are bug-free and well-lit. We will create a plan for addressing these issues. 

BATH HOUSE
We want a sauna! We want a warm way to get clean in winter. We are interested in another place for bug-free nakedness in summer. We need a long-term strategy for efficiently heating water. We will create a plan for addressing these issues with one or more buildings. Bathing facilities should be located on high ground.

SECOND OUTHOUSE

See “poop” above.

STORAGE SHEDS

We need more space for storage of all kinds: hand tools, machines and equipment, supplies, building materials, and especially firewood. We will investigate expanding the current shed, which is on the back of the cabin. We will build a temporary wood shed. We expect storage issues to be addressed in the planning of every building. We expect firewood storage to be part of the design for any new building that will be equipped with a wood stove. [Also see references to tree-cutting and firewood above.]

ROOT CELLAR AND/OR ICEHOUSE
We need a good system for cool storage and refrigeration. Because our existing refrigerators are about to die we will make haste in crafting a long-term plan for refrigeration (which may be an ice-house, a generator, a solar-powered system, root cellar, or some other fantastic idea).

“PRIVATE” BUILDINGS
We are open to the existence of personally-built, community-held shacks happening some day, but not just yet. The Sanctuary’s other constructions needs are too great right now to allow energy to be siphoned off for these projects.

Trails and Roads

Because we love the land we want to see it and experience it. Organized trails and paths help us do this without trampling the entire woods. Trails and paths allow us to be careful and selective about where we tread.

Trails vs. Footpaths

A trail is a wide passage through the woods which will be maintained by the Sanctuary. A footpath is a small passage to a campsite or some such little place. Those who use footpaths must maintain them. When a footpath is created we expect it to involve a minimal amount of brush cutting, no cutting down of trees, and no alteration of rocks or soil. 

We wish to keep the number of trails and footpaths to a minimum, particularly those which lead into or out of the commons. We want to avoid a scenario where the land is honeycombed by paths.

Where Trails Will Go
We will continue to build a trail that circles the Sanctuary property. To complete the circle the trail will continue along the lake side around the western end of the land, past the screenhouse and back up to the junction of the Princess Path and the main trail. A single shortcut between the Princess Path and the Lakeside Trail will be built. Please do not create other trails.

Driveway and Parking Lot

We will maintain the existing driveway and parking areas.

Camping

We value having a minimal impact on the land. Because of this camping will be our major form of housing. And, we will camp in ways that are low impact.

Where to Camp

Tents may be pitched any place, except for wild areas [See above]. To protect the trees in a few heavily-used spots they will be closed to tenting for the foreseeable future: the balsam grove adjacent to the main clearing and behind the altar rock; “Little Chicago” along the Princess Path; and the site where Willow’s “Gypsy Caravan” was located along the main path. 

Creating a Campsite

A “campsite” is simply a place to put your tent with a small footpath to reach it. Please follow brush and tree-cutting guidelines when creating a new tent site. We discourage the creation of “clearings” around campsites or cutting brush for a better view. Campfires at tent sites are strictly prohibited.
Platforms are generally discouraged except where the ground is too steep to site a tent. An individual or group may build a tenting platform, with the stewards’ prior approval. Only untreated lumber may be used. The expenses will be born by those building the platform.

Lake

Artlip Lake is our beloved sister. We are committed to keeping its waters pure and its shorelines uncluttered. We encourage ejaculation into the lake to feed the fish.

Living on the Land

No one may stay at the Sanctuary longer than fourteen consecutive days without approval by the Stewards. 

